
WHERE CAN I FIND MY  FAVORITE HUMMINGBIRD PLANTS?  

 

 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird Feeding at Salvia guaranitica óBlack & Blueô 

 

At our Hummingbird Garden Tour in September, we promised that weôd develop a 
resource listing of where you could purchase some of the top hummingbird plants, both 
locally and by mail order.  Below is our best effort to provide a starting point as you plan 
your 2006 hummingbird garden.   
 
Of course, this listing is NOT all-inclusive.  There are many fine local and mail order 
nurseries (and plants, for that matter) that donôt appear on this list.  Some excellent 
hummingbird plants that are NOT on this list include:  Monarda (Bee Balm), Cardinal 
Flower (Lobelia cardinalis), Lonicera (Honeysuckle), Canna indica (Wild Canna), Buddleia 
(Butterfly Bush), Trumpet Creeper (Campsis radicans), Rose of Sharon (Hibiscus 
syriacus), and Fuchsia triphylla.  In addition, weôve only included plants and seeds that 
are typically not available locally (a few are, as youôll see, and local nurseries may begin 
to carry more of these plants as the publicôs interest in hummingbird gardening grows).   
 
We strongly suggest that you do a Google image search  (or check the website or catalog 
of a mail order plant nursery) to refresh your memory in terms of the appearance, 
hardiness, characteristics, and requirements of the plant before you order.  We have 
included some photos of the plants that you were the most interested in that follow the 
written information.    In addition, please check out our website at 
http://www.hummingbirdgardening.net  for wonderful photos of hummingbirds in our 
garden at these and many other plants---youôll also find past issues of our newsletter The 
Nectar News, which contains detailed background and growing information about some 
of these plants. 
 
Many people ask us how to preserve their annual plants at the end of the growing season 
(which is typically early to mid-October in Wisconsin, but it can unfortunately be much 
earlier!).  There a few options to consider: 

 OVERWINTERING:  Dig up the plant, move it into a container, and bring it 
inside.  This option is not always ideal if you donôt have a green house or sun 
room and youôll have lots of small insects flying around after a few days.  Many 
plants that have been growing outside donôt like to grow inside because of lower 
light conditions and less humidity and will perish (agastaches are not good 
candidates for this option.)  Sometimes itôs just easier to purchase new plants for 
the next growing season! 

 CUTTINGS:  Take cuttings of your favorite plants.  We have information on 
how to do this if you are interested.  This is often much more feasible for the 
average gardener than the first option, but you must have the space and be willing 

http://www.hummingbirdgardening.net/


to devote the time to caring for all the little plants that will result.  Not all cuttings 
will survive and some salvias resist this method.  A heat mat and grow light are 
helpful in this process.  You can use any small plastic containers and sterilized 
potting soil. 

 PROTECTION OUTSIDE:  Protect the plant outside and hope for the best.  If 
your plant is located right next to your home, has a southern exposure, and is well 
protected, it might survive conditions outside (especially during a mild winter.)  Of 
course, there are no guarantees with this option.  A few plants such as agastache 
and Salvia coccinea may reseed in the garden, but this is never guaranteed either. 

 
If you have any questions, please donôt hesitate to contact us by phone (233-7397) or e-

mail (kathijr@yahoo.com).  
 
HAPPY HUMMINGBIRD GARDENING!! 
 

 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird feeding at Salvia involucrata 

 

Nurseries that Sell Hummingbird Plants & Seeds  

Local 

§ The Bruce Company, 2830 West Beltline Hwy., Middleton, WI, 836-7041 

§ The Flower Factory, 4062 Hwy. A, Stoughton, WI  873-8329 

§ Johannsenôs Greenhouse, 2600 West Beltline Hwy., Madison, WI   271-6211 

§ Fellyôs Greenhouse, 6353 Nesbitt Road, Madison, WI , 845-9591 
 
Mail Order 

§ The Crownsville Nursery, (540) 631-9414, www.crownsvillenursery.com 

§ Sunlight Gardens, 1-800-272-7396, www.sunlightgardens.com 

§ Prairie Moon Nursery, (507) 452-1362, www.prairiemoonnursery.com 

§ Select Seeds Antique Flowers, 1-800-253-5691, www.selectseeds.com 

§ Wildseed Farms, 1-800-848-0078, www.wildseedfarms.com 

§ High Country Gardens, 1-800-925-9387, www.highcountrygardens.com 

§ Goodwin Creek Gardens, 1-800-846-7359, www.goodwincreekgardens.com 

§ Singing Springs Nursery, (919) 732-9403, www.SingingSpringsNursery.com 

§ Joy Creek Nursery, (503) 543-7474, www.joycreek.com 

§ Plant Delights Nursery, Inc., (919) 772-4794, www.plantdelights.com 

§ Plant Safari, (805) 705-4061, www.plantsafari.com 
 

 

 

mailto:kathijr@yahoo.com)
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Plants  (when seed is available, this is indicated) 

§ Salv ia g uaran i tica   (Anise Sage---large purple flowers) Attractive and fragrant 

annual that is the hummingbirdsô favorite.  Flowers summer to fall in full sun to light 
shade.  Grows 2-4 feet tall:  The Bruce Company, The Crownsville Nursery. Goodwin 
Creek Gardens, Singing Springs Nursery, Joy Creek Nursery, Plant Delights Nursery, 
Select Seeds. 

§ Salvia ôPurple Majestyõ (super large purple flowers in mid-late summer and fall).  

Grows 4-5 feet in full sun:  Singing Springs Nursery, Plant Safari. 

§ Salvia i nvolucrata /Mulberry Jam hybrid  (Rosebud Sage----large fuzzy rose- 

colored flowers, resembling rose blossoms)  Annual plant that grows to 4 feet tall in 
sun or light shade.  Blooms late summer to fall:  Singing Springs Nursery, The 
Crownsville Nursery, Goodwin Creek Gardens, Plant Safari. 

§ Chilean Glory Vine  (Eccremocarpus Scaber----profuse yellow/orange flowers) 

(Plant only, no seeds):  Joy Creek Nursery, Goodwin Creek Gardens.  We have seeds 
to give away if you are interested.  

§ Cuphea (Mexican Cigar Plant) (small orange tubular flowers with a yellow tip.)  

Annual that grows 2-3 feet in full sun.  Can be grown in containers.  Blooms profusely 
from early summer to first frost.  A big favorite of our hummingbirds, especially early 
in the season!:  The Bruce Company, Johannsenôs, Singing Springs Nursery. 

§ Penstemon ôFirebirdõ (large bright red flowers) There are many varieties of 

penstemon available, some of which are hardy in the north.  This tender hybrid is an 
annual in zones 4/5, but is much favored by hummingbirds.  Reaches 3 feet in a 
sunny spot and blooms throughout the summer and early fall:  Plant Safari (they also 
offer many other interesting Penstemon cultivars such as óGarnetô, which also attract 
hummingbirds.)  

§ Salvia b lepharophylla  (Eyelash Leaved Sage):  Annual plant with bright scarlet 

flowers with ñeyelashò stamens and attractive dark tinged foliage in summer/fall.  
Grows to 1 ½ feet tall and works beautifully in a container:  Godwin Creek Gardens, 
The Crownsville Nursery, Plant Safari. 

§ Salvia c occinea  (Texas or Tropical Sage---brilliant red flowers) Annual plant that 

blooms prolifically in sun from summer to fall and is a hummingbird favorite.  Easily 
grown from seed scattered on the ground.  (Plants or Seed):  Goodwin Creek Gardens 
(Plant), Singing Springs Nursery (Plant), Wildseed Farms (Seed), Select Seeds (plant 
and seed), The Bruce Company (plant), Fellyôs Greenhouse (plant.) 

§ Salvia e legans (Honey Melon Sage):  Some cultivars of this fragrant annual 

plant with numerous, thin, bright red flowers bloom too late in the season to be of any 
use in attracting hummingbirds to the garden.  We have found a cultivar from 
Bluestone Perennials that begins to bloom in mid-summer and continues until the 
first frost.  This plant (because it only grows to 2-2/12 feet) is excellent for containers.  
Fertilize with 20-60-20 fertilizer to achieve best bloom:  Bluestone Perennials. 

§ Salvia ôIndigo Spiresõ----small lavender flowers in long arching wands.  Blooms 

prolifically from summer to fall in full sun/light shade; reaches heights of 3-4 feet:   
High Country Gardens, Joy Creek Nursery, Goodwin Creek Gardens, Select Seeds, 
Singing Springs, Nursery, The Crownsville Nursery, Plant Safari. 

§ Salvia g reggi ---many hybrids are available that are too numerous to list here 

(bright red or salmon-colored flowers):  The Bruce Company, High Country Gardens, 
Goodwin Creek Gardens, Singing Springs Nursery, Plant Delights Nursery, Plant 
Safari. 

§ Ipompsis r ubra  (Standing Cypress---bright red flowers in a vertical formation) 

Blooms from early to late summer in a sunny, dry location and reseeds vigorously---
one plant can become many in just a year or two.  Best to start seeds under a grow 



light in late winter and plant outside after the last frost.  Grows 2-3 feet tall.  (seed 
only---cannot be purchased as a plant):  Wildseed Farms, Select Seeds. 

§ Agastache  (both tender and hardy---small fragrant pink, purple, orange, yellow 

flowers):  The Flower Factory, Johannsens, Fellyôs, Select Seeds (plant & seed), The 
Crownsville Nursery, Singing Springs Nursery, High Country Gardens, Goodwin 
Creek Gardens, Select Seeds, Joy Creek Nursery. 

§ Larkspur  (lavender flowers---different from Delphinium, which is commonly for sale 

at local nurseries.)   Perennial plant that grows to 4 feet with small, elegant purple 
spurred flowers and grayish foliage in mid-summer.  Best in full sun.   (plant and 
seeds are available, but we recommend the plant for ease):  Prairie Moon Nursery. 

§ Salvia d arcyi   (bold, bright red flowers with soft, gray/green foliage) annual  plant 

in north---native to Mexico.  Flowers summer and fall.  Best in full sun.  Grows 4 feet 
tall:  Plant Delights, The Crownsville Nursery, Joy Creek Nursery. 

§ Salvia leucantha  (Mexican Bush Sage) (white/purple fuzzy flowers top soft 

grayish/green foliage) annual plant that flowers in early fall.  Best in full sun.  Grows 
3-5 feet tall:  The Crownsville Nursery, Singing Springs Nursery, Plant Delights. 

§ Salvia ôWaverlyõ (fuzzy light lavender flowers) annual that grows about 3 feet tall 

in full sun and blooms from late summer to fall.  New hybrid of Salvia leucantha:  
Singing Springs Nursery, The Crownsville Nursery, Plant Safari. 

§ Salvia ôPhyllis Fancyõ (smallish fuzzy purple and white flowers) striking annual 

plant that is a Salvia leucantha hybrid that grows 3-5 feet in a lovely vase-like shape.  
Blooms late summer to fall in full sun:  The Crownsville Nursery, Plant Delights, 
Select Seeds. 

§ Silene r egia   (Royal Catchfly) (sprays of star-shaped crimson flowers) Perennial 

that grows to 4 feet and flowers vigorously all summer in full sun.  (we recommend 
plant and not seed):  The Bruce Company, Prairie Moon Nursery, Sunlight Gardens, 
Plant Delights. 

§ Salvia ôSilkeõs Dreamõ (Brilliant Red Flowers)  Annual that grows to 2 1/2 feet in 

sun.  Blooms summer and early fall.  Great for containers since itôs shorter.  Hybrid of 
Salvias darcyi and microphylla:  Plant Delights Nursery. 

§ Stachytarpheta jamaicensis  (purple porterweed, vervain) annual with small 

purple flowers on whip-like flower spikes.  Grows to 4 feet tall and best in full sun.  
Blooms summer through first frost:  Singing Springs Nursery. 
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SALVIA óPURPLE MAJESTYô 

 
 

AGASTACHE RUPESTRIS 

 
 

 

AGASTACHE óDESERT SUNRISEô (Bluestone Perennials) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

AGASTACHE óAVAô (High Country Gardens) 

 
 

 

AGASTACHE óSUMMER BREEZEô 

 
 

AGASTACHE óAPRICOT SPRITEô (Best in containers) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ECCREMOCARPUS SCABER (Chilean Glory Vine) 

 
 

STACHYTARPHETA  (Porterweed, Vervain) 

 
 

 

CUPHEA óDAVID VERITYô 

 



 

 

 

 

 

SALVIA GREGGI  

 
 

SALVIA ELEGANS ( Honey Melon Sage) 

 
 

SILENE REGIA ( Royal Catchfly) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

DELPHINIUM ELATUM ( Perennial Larkspur) 

 
 

PENSTEMON óFIREBIRDô 

 
 

SALVIA INVOLUCRATA  (Rosebud Sage) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SALVIA LEUCANTHA  

 
 

SALVIA BLEPHAROPHYLLA  (Best in containers) 

 
 

SALVIA óWAVERLYô 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SALVIA óPHYLLIS FANCYô 

 
 

SALVIA DARCYI  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

SALVIA óINDIGO SPIRESô 

 
 

 

SALVIA óSILKEôS DREAMô 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IPOMOPSIS RUBRA (Standing Cypress) 

 
 

 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird feeding at Ipomopsis rubra 
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